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Nov  emb  er  20,  1 9 8 7 


TED  SCHWINDEN,  GOVERNOR 


DEC  4 196/ 

COGSWELL  BUILDING 

-MO.'JT.',;  A STATE.  U-iARV 

HELENA.  MONTANA  59620 


RE:  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 


Jim  Perry,  Plum  Creek  Timber  Company,  P.0.  Box  28,  Fortine,  MT 
Board  of  County  Commissioners,  512  California  Avenue,  Libby 
Ron  Anderson,  R.S.,  418  Mineral  Avenue.  Libby.  MT  59923 

Brad  Black,  M.D.,  Health  Officer,  211  E.  2nd  St.,  Libby 
Carlos  Rodriguez,  Soil  Conversation  Service,  U.S.D.A.,  Route  1, 
Box  319,  Eureka,  MT  59917 

Tom  Ellerhoff,  Environmental  Sciences  Division,  Helena 
Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capital  Complex,  Helena 
Harold  Chambers,  State  Library,  C a p i t ■ * I Complex,  Helena 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 


Pur 

s u a n t to 

the  Administrative  Rules  o:  Montana 

. 1 6 

. 2 . 

604  , 

the 

f o 1 

lowing  P r e 1 

iminary  Environmental  Review  has 

been 

prepared  by 

the 

Depa  r tmen  t 

of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 

concern 

i n g 

t h e 

Plum  C r 

e e k 

Timber  Company  Class  III  Landfil 

1 a t 

Be 

1 g r a d e , 

MT  . 

The 

purpose 

o f 

the  Preliminary  Environmental  Review 

i s 

t o i 

n f o rm 

a 1 1 

interes 

t e d 

governmental  agencies,  public  groups 

o r 

i n d 

i v i d u a 1 s 

o f 

the  proposed  action  and  to  determine 

whether 

o r 

n o t 

the  act 

i o n 

may  have  a significant  effect  on 

the 

h uma  n 

e n v 

i r o nme  n t 

The  Preliminary  Environmental  Rev 

i ew 

W 1 1 

1 b e 

c i r 

c u 1 a t e d 

for 

a period  of  fifteen  (151  days  at 

which 

time 

a 

dec 

i s i o n w i 

1 1 

be  made  as  to  our  future  action. 

1 f 

you  care 

t o 

comment  on  this  proposed  action, 

please 

do  so 

within  the  allotted  time. 


c e r e I y , 


Jamies  E.  Leiter 
So f i d & Hazardous  Waste  Bureau 
T e/I  ephone  ( 406)  444-2821 


Enel. 

JEL/ba 


AN  EQUAL  OPPORTUNITY  EMPLOYER 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 

> (406)  444-2821 

PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 

Division/Bureau Environmental  Sciences /Sol i d & Hazardous  Waste  FSht-prh  

Project  or  Application Plum  Creek  Timber  Class  III  Solid  Waste  Disposal  Site 

Description  of  Project The  Plum  Creek  Timber  Company  has  applied  for  a Class  III 

.Solid  Waste  Management  System  license  for  a site  located  in  the  NW^g  NfrAs  of  Section  31, 
.Township  3 5 North, — Range  25  West,  one  mile  south  of  Fortine,  MT.  The  site  is  >wned  by 
_£h<?  company  and  will  be  used  for  disposal  of  gravel,  bark,  some  wood  wastes  ana  pieces 

-Of  concrete- Thg  proposed  landfill  will  not  be  open  to  the  public.  Access  to  the  site 

-Will  bs  Closed. and  restricted  by  gates, signs,  and  supervision.  Additional  comments 

.are  addressed  on  the  sheet  attached. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1 . Terrestrial  & aquatic 
li fe  and  habi tats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology.  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Air  quality 

7.  Unique',  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 


. . . Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

- 

X 

X 

X 

DHES/ESD-1 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUT-IAN  ENVIRDNMFNT 


uumilicil  Lb  UN 


2. 

3. 


5. 

6. 


7. 


8. 


9. 


10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 


14 


1.  Social  structures  and 
mores 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 
Human  health 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 
Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 
Distribution  and 
density  of  populatior 
and  housing 
Demands  for  govern- 
ment services 
Industrial  & commer- 
cial activity 
Demands  for  energy 
Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flows 


d 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

f 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction Lincoln  county  He.i.nh 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER. 


Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS 


No  EIS  necessary 


DHES/ESD-2 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  OIM  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1 D Terrestrial  and  aquatic  life  and  habitats  - The  site  will 
have  a minor  impact  on  terrestrial  life  forms  in  the  i mm  e d i a t e 
vicinity  of  the  pit.  Small  mammal  species,  worms,  and  insects 
will  be  affected.  The  impact  should  be  unnoticeable  and  have 
negligible  impact  to  the  human  population  in  the  area. 

3D  Oeoloav  and  soil  quality,  stability  and  moisture.  - Some  of 
the  wastes  which  will  be  buried  are  organically  decomposable. 

The  decomposition  of  these  materials  in  the  site  will  cause  some 
slow  settling  of  the  finished  area  over  time.  The  organic 
materials  will  also  hold  some  moisture  in  the  fill. 


4 D Vegetation  cover,  quantity  and qua  i.i_t_y.  - 

revegetated  upon  completion  of  the  fill  operat 
quality  of  the  cover  vegetation  will  be  large! 
depth  and  quality  of  cover  soils.  Unless  part 
cultivated,  the  vegetation  expected  upon  comp  I 
would  not  be  largely  different  from  the  normal 
in  the  area. 


The  area  may  be 
ion.  Quantity  and 
y dependent  upon 
i c u I a r I y 

etion  of  the  site 
volunteer  growth 


POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


1 0 D Demands  for  qovernmen 
conditions  were  to  develop 
for  increased  governmental 
and  assistance  to  the  oper 
of  the  I andf ill,  it  is  ext 
d e v e lop  . 


t services  - Unless  nuisance 
, there  should  be  little  if  any  need 
services;  only  periodic  inspections 
ator.  Due  to  the  "Class  III"  nature 
remely  unlikely  that  nuisances  will 


if  ■M&‘  - 


